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A much more ‘rotund’ FlyBy this month with photos from Barry and an article from Fin, thank you.

The October Branch meeting, inspired by Treasurer Roger Martin was a real success. Lead by Roger and the painting in which his father and a Hawker Tempest were the main subjects, about 14 members brought interesting items along. These ranged from paintings and photos, to aircraft instruments, plaques and garments commemorating various events, Books, aircraft components and even swords. Thanks to those who made this an enjoyable and instructive evening.

Something I have been working on elsewhere is to do with our collections of “stuff”; what will be done with these treasures when we who are passionate about them and or their history are no longer interested or around? We all have items that we treasure and we need to think about their future and who will become the custodian of them?



[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ][image: ]





Wanted: Items for Flyby

Thank you, Fin Mason for the following item.



WAR COMES TO BAINESSE ?
Finley Mason – ex resident

No place could be further from World War II air battles than Bainesse, but on 3rd November, 1944, the harsh reality came to us.

About 300 P40 Kittyhawks were allocated to RNZAF from 1942, under lend-lease programme, for use in the Pacific theatre.   These aircraft equipped seven NZ squadrons.   They were successful in air combat against Japan until they were replaced by the Corsair.   The P 40 was then relegated to advanced-pilot training.

Prior to this, pilots started their training in a Tiger Moth and a Harvard.   Both these aircraft had two seats and dual controls allowing instructors to fly with trainees and take over the controls if/when necessary.    However Kittyhawks were fighter planes equipped with but one seat and one set of controls for the pilot alone; and the performance was vastly superior to that of earlier trainer aircraft.

While initial training took place from bases throughout NZ, this conversion flying was largely carried out from Ohakea.   Residents of Manawatu became familiar with the sight/sound of these planes as young pilots honed their aeronautic skills in preparation for active service.    Unfortunately these exercises sometimes resulted in casualties.

And so it was on 3rd November, 1944, the pilot of Kittyhawk NZ 3115 lost control of his aircraft and crashed into the Palmer farm situated on the north side of SH 56 between Bainesse Rd and Kellow Rd.

In 1961 the writer’s family leased this farm.   They were aware of the earlier event as a family member, Brian Mason, a teenager living in the area, had visited the crash scene.  However, seventeen years later he was unable to pinpoint the location.

During the family’s tenure cultivation of various paddocks revealed many fragments of the aircraft, confirming its fate.    The writer’s interest in aircraft led him to spend some time searching for the crash site as it was said that its remains were buried where it fell.  A metal detector was employed as we were assured it would provide an immediate positive result.  This dig revealed only a domestic dump filled mainly with fencing materials!

Time passed.   The family retired from farming.   The writer followed his career to other parts of the country.   On returning to the area, he found a local earthworks contractor shared his interest in aviation archaeology.     National Archives provided photographic records of the site taken very soon after the crash.   With this information the general location of the aircraft could be identified.   Armed with the recently acquired photographs a visit was made to the site.   

In the Bainesse area the sand dunes overlay drying swampland.   NZ 3115 had impacted on a paddock between dunes which during the Mason tenure, had never been cultivated.   As it so happened the crash site paddock was under cultivation on the day of our visit in October, 1996.  There in the dark swampy soil was an area of light coloured sand, confirming Brian’s recollection that RNZAF officials removed the pilot’s body and disarmed the aircraft; major bits shed on impact were gathered up and placed in the crater formed by the impact.   Sand had been excavated from a nearby dune, the hole filled in and, to all intents and purposes, the incident was forgotten.

The fellow aviation enthusiast, together with his excavator, accompanied the writer on the new dig eighteen years ago.   The remains of Warhawk NZ 3115 were soon revealed.    Aircraft are not designed to withstand a high speed impact with the ground.   Indeed little of the original structure was recognisable.   Even the solid mass of engine was twisted out of shape.  Interestingly though, after 50 plus years in the swampy soil, painted panels remained unblemished, tyres had not perished, but above all the smell of fuel pervaded.   The twisted propeller suggested the engine was still running on impact.  

It is not known what caused the crash.  These aircraft were capable of performing manoeuvres that could cause a pilot to lose consciousness.   Who knows?    What is apparent is that the aircraft came in low from the direction of school, clipped trees alongside of the driveway to Palmer’s house and then buried itself in the paddock just beyond the cowshed.

We had located NZ 3115.  Mission accomplished.  After a quiet time of reflection upon the efforts of the young men of the 1940’s, the site was reinstated and Kittyhawk NZ 3115 left to the elements.

(Editor’s note:  Debris collected by a local resident was painstakingly fashioned into a set of scales which were on display at school for many years.   Who created these scales?   What happened to them?)



.
November BRANCH MEETING
Tuesday 10th November at 7.00PM
Massey University School of Aviation
Airport Drive, Palmerston North


November Branch meeting will feature Mike Zaytsoff as speaker. His subject
is Dash 8s in non-airliner service.  He will be talking about using Dash 8s in aerial firefighting as well as using them in Africa where he flew for the UN mission in the Central African Republic. 

Mike is currently heavily involved with aerial Fire Fighting activity in Canada. Mike has previously presented to the Branch

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting and sharing a cup afterward.

Maurice Job,
Branch Chairman 
mauricej@inspire.net.nz 
Phone (021) 670689
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